
Program Information
Any child who turns five-years-old on or before September 1, 2024*, is eligible for enrollment in either our Kindergarten 
or Begindergarten programs. Students will participate in art, music, technology, and physical education in both programs. 
Parents have the choice to send their child to either program. The Kindergarten Readiness indicators and program 
descriptions may help you determine which option is best for your child.

Begindergarten

• Begindergarten is a developmental 
kindergarten program that serves 
as a bridge between 4-year-old 
preschool and kindergarten. It is 
designed for students who are 
young fives (August - December 
1, birthdays) and those who 
would benefit from time to 
grow academically, emotionally, 
and socially before starting 
kindergarten

• Begindergarten addresses 
academics in addition to language 
development, fine motor skills, 
and most importantly, social and 
emotional growth

• The Begindergarten curriculum is 
based on Kindergarten standards, 
modified to meet the academic, 
social and emotional needs of 
younger students

• Provides children with the 
opportunity to learn new skills 
and explore new ideas, as they are 
ready

• Children will move from 
Begindergarten to traditional 
Kindergarten

• Meets five days a week and 
operates on the district-wide 
school calendar; the same as other 
elementary classes

• Taught by a qualified Howell Public 
Schools certified teacher

• Class size limited to 23 students

*According to Michigan Law, if a student will not be five-years-old by September 1, 2024, but will be five-years-old by December 1, 2024, they may be enrolled in Kindergarten or 
Begindergarten if their parent or legal guardian notifies the school district in writing that he or she intends to enroll their child in Kindergarten or Begindergarten. A waiver form 
is included in the registration packet.

KindergartenKindergarten Readiness

Parents often ask for help in 
determining Kindergarten readiness. 
Some indicators of Kindergarten 
readiness are:

• Use words to ask and answer 
questions

• Listen to and follow two or three 
step directions

• Express emotions with words
• Can describe what is happening in 

pictures
• Recognize and write their name
• Count 10 objects
• Listen attentively to a story for five 

minutes or more 
• Work and play with peers
• Recognize rhyming words
• Can speak in simple sentences
• Control impulses and self regulate
• Express curiosity and excitement 

for learning
• Initiate conversations
• Show muscle coordination
• Cut with scissors
• Properly hold and use a pencil, 

crayon, marker
• Attempts to put on their coat, 

shoes, hats, etc.

While these are some Kindergarten 
readiness indicators, please know that 
our highly qualified teachers are skilled 
in meeting the needs of all eligible 
Kindergarten and Begindergarten 
students. 

• Is the traditional next step from 
the informal learning at home/
preschool experiences to formal 
entry into the K-12 education 
system

• Designed for students who have 
turned five-years-old by September 
1* and who are able to stay 
focused and pay attention during 
activities, follow directions, control 
impulses and self-regulate, and 
complete basic tasks such as those 
listed in the next column

• Daily lessons in reading, writing, 
math, science, and social studies 
based on the needs of the student; 
students also receive art, music, 
physical education, and technology

• Instruction utilizes hands-
on experiences, the use of 
manipulatives, movement, and 
differentiation based on student 
needs

• Allows students to develop a 
healthy concept of self, physical 
skills and coordination, language 
skills and vocabulary, and the skills 
and knowledge needed to move to 
first grade

Academia Bilingüe at Three Fires Elementary - Dual Language Immersion Program

Academia Bilingüe at Three Fires Elementary is a dual language immersion program where students will learn in both 
English and Spanish through their elementary years. The program was created in response to parent feedback, and to 
create an additional educational option for Howell families. The program is an educational choice for families, and is not 
mandated for any student. 

For the 2024-2025 school year, Academia Bilingüe at Three Fires Elementary is excited to accept applications for enrollment 
in its kindergarten classroom. A parent information night will be held Wednesday, February 21, from 6-7 p.m. at Three Fires 
Elementary.  Applications will be accepted through Friday, March 22, 2024. If enrollment requests exceed the available seats 
in the classrooms, the district will hold a lottery for enrollment into the program. To learn more, visit HowellSchools.com/
DualLanguage. 

http://www.HowellSchools.com/DualLanguage
http://www.HowellSchools.com/DualLanguage
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